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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of 
this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed after the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits and thus the following statement under 37 CFR 1 .97(e) is made 
no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1.56 (c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement. 

Copies of the non U.S. patent documents on the PTO/SB/08 are provided. 
Certain documents are provided in a foreign language. With such documents English 
language equivalents or abstracts are provided. More specifically, English language abstracts 
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are provided for Japanese Patent No. JP 2002/034741 and JP 2001/299522; for JP 
2002/034741 the US counterpart in the form of US Patent No. 2002/0271 13 is cited. 


Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 
1 .97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an 
admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" 
for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 


It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 


37 CFR 1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed references. 


In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 


If the Examiner should have any questions, he or she is invited to telephone 


the undersigned. 



Dated: December 20, 2010 


Registration No.: 4^0,091 / 
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Attorney for Applicants 


2 


